
Rebuilding America’s Workforce. Restoring American Capability.

WHAT
A national conference for the leaders 
building America’s manufacturing  
and defense workforce.

WHEN 
October 20–21, 2026

WHERE 
Galveston Island Convention Center 
5600 Seawall Blvd 
Galveston, TX

WHO’S BEHIND IT 
Sponsored by the Institute for 
Advanced Composites Manufacturing 
Innovation (IACMI), powered by Texas 
A&M Engineering Experiment Station 
(TEES) Workforce Development, with 
support from the Industrial Base 
Analysis and Sustainment (IBAS) 
program.

What’s In It For You?

Manufacturing and defense are entering a new  
era of investment. Meeting that opportunity will take 
a skilled workforce ready to build it. Build Freedom 
Summit brings industry, education, workforce 
and government leaders together for two days 
of practical strategies to grow that workforce and 
strengthen national security along the way.

INDUSTRY LEADERS
Manufacturers, defense 
contractors, OEMs,  
supply-chain leaders
•	 Build the talent pipeline your 

business needs
•	 Connect directly with workforce 

and education partners, solving 
your hiring challenges

•	 See what’s working in other 
regional facturing ecosystems

EDUCATION LEADERS
Community colleges,  
universities, CTE leaders, 
educators
•	 Align programs with real, current 

employer demand
•	 Build direct pipelines from 

classroom to career
•	 Partner with industry on curriculum 

and hands-on training

WORKFORCE LEADERS
Workforce boards, training 
providers, apprenticeship 
organizations, veteran and 
nonprofit organizations
•	 Meet employers who are hiring now
•	 Learn proven training and 

apprenticeship models you can 
replicate

•	 Build funding and partnership 
relationships

REGISTER: buildfreedomsummit.org     QUESTIONS: MFGworkforce@tamu.edu

Don’t miss the BUILD FREEDOM CAREER EXPO on October 22!

GOVERNMENT, POLICY & ECONOMIC 
DEVELOPMENT LEADERS
Federal, state and local leaders, 
regional economic development 
organizations
•	 See what’s driving manufacturing 

growth in other regions
•	 Connect industry, education and 

workforce partners in your own 
community

•	 Shape policy and investment 
decisions with real employer input

http://buildfreedomsummit.org
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mailto:MFGworkforce%40tamu.edu?subject=

